NETHERLANDS   BELGIUM

Tempo to Tulips
For those who appreciate Music, the Arts, &  Holland’s Explosion of Flowers

Orchestrated by Washington Metropolitan Philharmonic Association
April 17-26, 2012
Follow  Ul James’ baton  to Flemish Belgium , followed by picturesque Holland.

Johannes Vermeer’s “Girl with the Pearl Earring” will be there:        WE HOPE YOU WILL TOO!

Rembrandt’s “Night Watch” will now be to find the choice of Music Events to “score” for us.

                                               
April 17    Tuesday   After tax time!!!!    Washington D.C.  Nonstop to Brussels and on to Bruges, Belgium
April 18     We spend the next two nights in Medieval Bruges.  We are guided through the beauty of this city. 
April 19    Enjoy some free time as well as a sample of a Flemish Pot for dinner. Our centrally located      

                         Hotel is a great base for exploring tiny lanes, the canals, and seeing lace makers create their craft.

April 20, 21, 22     Departing Bruges for the Netherlands and Amsterdam, we make a 

                     Stop to admire the architectural beauty of Antwerp. This being the home of Peter  

                     Paul Rubens, our guided tour shows us his work in the Cathedral of Our Lady.

                     Passing via stripes of colorful flower fields for the first time, we get the gist of

                     What we can look forward to in our included Keukenhof Gardens Day.

                     During the three days in Amsterdam, we take a canal boat tour appreciating how 
                     Amsterdam is laced  with canals & canal life. We see how differently these people live. 
                     Of course,   we show you the Anne Frank House, and Westerkerk  <Church>, the          

                     Rijksmuseum  with so many masterpieces in their stunning home. Take time to     

                     visit Van Gogh Museum on your own or leisurely enjoy Amsterdam’s “villages.”
                     We know that there are concerts at the Concertgebouw during our visit.

                     The following day gives us a chance to offer you  Alkmaar, Haarlem and Edam.  
                      There will be an option to visit Floriade if you choose to go.
                      Floriade is a horticultural event that occurs only every 10 years.   

                      The site being 2 hours away < that is a long distance in the Netherlands> from  

                      Amsterdam or Delft will allow the “ die hard” flower fans to choose this.

April 23,24,25  ….and on the way to Delft, our next home, we spend the day at the 

                    Most beautiful gardens in the world, Keukenhof.  We also look at the 

                        Neighboring Flower fields. We hope to ride on the old fashioned whisper boat on this  

                        Day to be “among” the fields.    During our time in small and enchanting Delft,       

                        We have a chance to look at a totally different  life.   A tour of historic Delft, a        

                        Visit to the Royal Delft Pottery makers as well as the shop that has a section of very affordable   

                        Products.  Enjoy the amazing small streets and canals, and the people watching of Delft. 

                        This village/city is the home of Vermeer and you can just feel his world. Our     

                        Hotel allows us to walk into town center.  We include some very unique dinners while here.
April 26         Dank u vel-Thank you- as we head home after a very special look at this part of the   world.

                           We fly from Amsterdam Schipol Airport to Washington D.C.

MUSIC FOR OUR PROGRAM < 4 + events>  is according to schedule offered in Amsterdam and South Holland. We know that there are offerings during our stay at the amazing Concertgebouw in Amsterdam

DINNERS INCLUDED< 4>  will be  A FLEMISH dinner in Bruges, a dinner in Amsterdam, two  unusual dinners in Delft  such as “Café du Midi”,   A cafe in the forest  Delft Houw  with all biological foods taken from the charming farm next door. Have your cameras ready as we are up close and personal to sheep, goats, roosters, pheasants, ponies, and darling ducks. This is a " one of " experience! We are In Delicious Delft,  with canals everywhere. Dinner and concert at an amazing farmhouse “Op Hodenpijl”  only 5 miles out of Delft  but in a true Dutch village. The connecting Old church is a perfect setting for a concert. We'll find the musicians!   

LUNCH one day at a countryside Pannekoekhuis-  This Pancake house is pure Dutch and nothing like I Hop.

We plan to visit some of the local flower growers and to see the World Heritage Windmill site Kinderdijk.

WE INCLUDE PRELIMINARY DETAILS TO GIVE YOU THE FLAVOR OF THESE ENCHANTING COUNTRIES. 

PLEASE LET US KNOW ASAP OF YOUR INTEREST  SO THAT WE CAN TENTATIVELY HOLD YOUR SPACE.
YOUR DEPOSIT OF $350.00 PER PERSON WILL BE WELCOME NOW, 

WE NEED TO HOLD OUR RESERVED PLACE ON AIRLINES, AND IN OUR CENTRALLY LOCATED HOTELS.

AS CONCERTS BECOME AVAILABLE, WE WANT TO BLOCK OUR SPACES AND KNOW THAT YOU WILL BE COMING WITH US.  

COST OF TRIP IS  approximately $3650.00 to be finalized in late August.  Due to the season of Keukenhof and the every 10 year Floriade, we need to secure our arrangements.

Trip costs include round trip air from Washington as well as features in this preliminary itinerary other than those described as optional.  The costs are quoted for minimum # of participants 20 other 

Than hosts, and based on 1.64 pound to dollar and 1.45 Euro to dollar.

DEPOSIT *PAYABLE TO*     BROWNELL TRAVEL  attn. Judyb

New address          216 Summitt Blvd  Suite 220  Birmingham Alabama 35243.

We need your deposit in check form, not credit card as that is how we must pay our suppliers.

If you do not agree with the finalized price, we can refund your deposit.
CONTACT 
Judy Borisky Metzger  205 977  6298  or cell 703 371 7574  judyb@brownelltravel.com
Jan Hamlin, tour coordinator in Washington area 703 360 1998       jhamlin2@cox.net
ALMOST EVERYONE IN THE NETHERLANDS SPEAKS ENGLISH

BY THE TIME WE HAVE FINISHED WITH OUR VISIT, we hope you will know the difference between 
Handmade Belgian lace and “made in china” variety,  between French Belgium & Flemish Belgium,    between canals & polders, understand why Hans Brinker lived on and loved his Silver Skates: how his country could be saved by putting his finger in the hole in the dike,  will have seen plenty of old windmills on every road  we pass,  know that the true color RED can only be defined by Spring blooms in the Netherlands, will have fallen in with the darling ducks of Delft, that there are more bicycles than people in the Netherlands,  and will know the meaning of the comment  “ that is a Vermeer sky.” 
DESTINATION DETAIL NOTES  ARE FOLLOWING……..
BRUGES < English> is a Medieval City of architectural and artistic treasures from the past. Bruges is a World Heritage Site and got its city charter in 1128. Upon visiting Bruges, you will immediately notice that this city has always carefully cherished its architectural and artistic treasures from the past.               What makes Bruges so unique though, is the way it deals with this past today.
DELFT, in South Holland, was a rural village in the middle Ages, and received her charter in the 13th century. Delft’s town centre is typically Dutch and probably has the most beautiful central square you have ever seen. The city is filled with canals connected by picturesque tiny bridges and lots of water wildlife inhabits this city along with inhabitants with lots of personality. City walls and deep forests are here along with greenhouses for many of the flower exports to the world. Delft is famous for ceramic pottery called Delftware & her most famous artist, Johannes Vermeer.  The look of Delft is all through his paintings. See the Oude Kerk < Church>: note the Nieuw Kerk is from 1381.
AMSTERDAM, in the province of North Holland, was a small fishing village in the 12th century. .  Gable facades and rich architecture give Amsterdam her extraordinary look.
The entire city retains its former splendor and is treated as a protected area. The many canals from the 17th century are another UNESCO World Heritage designated site.  She is known for art in several famous museums such as the Rijksmuseum and the Van Gogh, as well as a centre for the diamond trade. The Concertgebouw Concert Hall is known to have the best acoustics in the world.

As society changed after the wars, Amsterdam developed into a multicultural and multigenerational destination.

KEUKENHOF GARDENS    THE gardens of Europe. This is the world’s largest < and ed.note, the most beautifully laid out> gardens.  The area originated as a 15th century hunting grounds. 7 million flower bulbs are planted here annually. The Netherlands are the world’s largest exporter of flowers. This comes as no surprise, but there is no way to describe the fields that you will see in ordinary < extraordinary > countryside.  There is a blaze of varied color as far as the eye can see in the many fields.  You must BE THERE!!!!
THE HAGUE - DEN HAAG 15 minutes from Delft is  an option. 
Visit to the Peace Palace and International Court of Justice  or  the International Criminal Court  ICC with hopes of listening in on a trial at the ICC.  We may visit to Elegant and Intimate Maritshuis Art Museum, the home of Vermeer's “ Girl with a Pearl Earring”,and Binnenhof, the Netherland's Parliament.

ALKMAAR    was granted city rights in 1254. The oldest part of Alkmaar lies on an ancient sand bank that afforded some protection from the sea during medieval times. Even so, it is only a couple of metres above the surrounding region, which consists of some of the oldest polders in existence.   Alkmaar has many medieval buildings that are still intact, most notably the tall tower of the Grote of Sint-Laurenskerk, with its world famous organ.
HAARLEM   The oldest mentioning of Haarlem dates from the 10th century.
From the 1630s until present day, Haarlem has been a major trading centre for tulips. Artists and craftsmen migrated to Haarlem &  cultural life prospered, with painters like Frans Hals and Jacob van Ruisdael. Sint Bavokirk< Church> is an architectural “must” and we can hope to hear the wonderful organ,
……   PLUS PLUS
