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Washington Metropolitan Philharmonic Association

Masterclass Information/Application

Elisabeth Adkins, violin

Edward Newman, piano

Washington Metropolitan Philharmonic Association

3:00 PM, Sunday, August 1, 2010, at The Lyceum
201 S. Washington Street, Alexandria, Virginia 22314
Application Deadline: June 11, 2010

Performers Announced: July 1, 2010                                                                                                                    

Washington Metropolitan Philharmonic Association is pleased to announce its 2010 Masterclass, held during the Summer Chamber Music Series at The Lyceum in Alexandria, Virginia and featuring Elisabeth Adkins and Edward Newman.  This Masterclass is open to violinists, pianists, and small string ensembles.
About Elisabeth Adkins

Associate Concertmaster for the National Symphony Orchestra

After graduating from the University of North Texas, Elisabeth completed both a master’s degree and a doctorate at Yale, where she studied with Oscar Shumsky.  In 1983 she was named associate concertmaster of the National Symphony in Washington, where she has established a solid reputation as a concerto performer and recitalist.  In one 2001 performance, Elisabeth was featured with the National Symphony at the special request of Iona Brown, with whom she played Bach’s Concerto for Two Violins.  The same season she joined her brother Christopher in a memorable performance of the Brahms Concerto for Violin and Cello with the Dallas Symphony.  The following season, Elisabeth and youngest sister Madeline, assistant concertmaster of the Baltimore Symphony, shared solo billing in a concert with the BSO featuring each sister in a concerto performance.  As a solo violinist of the 20th-Century Consort, Elisabeth is a noted interpreter of the contemporary repertoire.  Reviewers across the country have praised her playing in phrases such as “a spectacular performance,” “a world-class violinist,” “an impeccable technique and a tone that melted the heart and charmed the soul.”  Joseph McLellan, reviewing one of her recitals for the Washington Post, remarked: “As I listened to Adkins, I realized that there is no violinist (including Perlman, Menuhin-anyone) whose playing I prefer.”
About Edward Newman
Concert Pianist
Edward received both the B.M. and M.M. degrees from the Julliard School, and has been soloist with numerous, among them the Cleveland Orchestra, the National Symphony, and the Baltimore Symphony.  He was awarded first prize in the 1979 Casadesus International Piano Competition.  He was also a prizewinner in the Gina Bachauer and University of Maryland competitions, and was a semifinalist in the 1981 Van Cliburn Competition.  A pianist of virtuosity and sensitivity, Edward combines the qualities of “brilliant technique” (Washington Star) and “a light touch of dazzling clarity” (Cleveland Plain Dealer) with “expressive lyricism” (Washington Post).  In addition to maintaining a private studio, Edward has performed with a number of chamber music ensembles.  Following one such performance, the critic for the Washington Post declared: “Newman demonstrated again what local audiences have long known: that he is one of the Washington area’s finest chamber musicians.”
To apply to be a Masterclass performer, please review the following rules and instructions and submit your completed application to the WMPA Masterclass Selection Panel, P.O. Box 120, Mount Vernon, Virginia, 22121, on or before June 11, 2010.
1. Recording and Performance Guidelines
· Each applicant must either submit a recording or participate in a blind audition.

· The recording and blind audition must be at least fifteen minutes long.

· If you elect to submit a recording, do not speak on it or list any identifying information on the case or recording itself.  You must write the title and composer of the piece on a separate sheet.

· For blind auditions, you will be contacted by the Selection Panel to set up an audition date.

· The application recording/blind audition may be with or without accompaniment.  For the Masterclass performance:
· Violinists have the option of bringing their own piano accompanist, playing without accompaniment, or playing with Mr. Newman’s accompaniment.  

· While pianists’ application recordings may include accompaniment, space limitations in The Lyceum, preclude pianists from being accompanied at the Masterclass.
· The performer must bring two copies of the sheet music (including accompaniment part) to the Masterclass.
· Recordings will not be returned; sheet music will be returned.
2. Biographical Information

Attach a resume listing your musical experience, teachers, and years studying privately.  Also submit a bio of no more than 400 characters to be used in the program, if you are selected.
3. Eligibility
· The Masterclass is open to violinists and small string ensembles (duets, trios, quartets, and quintets).  

· All applicants must be 18 years of age or younger.

· Application fees must be enclosed with the completed application as follows:

· Violinists and Pianists - $20
· Small Ensemble - $40

· Checks must be made payable to “Washington Metropolitan Philharmonic Association”
4. Applicant Information
· Instrumentation of Applicant (Choose one):

_____ Violin
_____ Piano
_____ Small String Ensemble (must be duet, trio, quartet, or quintet)

· Application Performance (Choose one):

_____ Recording (Attached)
_____ Blind Audition (Date TBA)
· Applicant Name (If a Small Ensemble, list names of all members of the ensemble, each member’s instrument, and the name of the ensemble, if any):

· Address of Applicant Contact Person:

· Telephone Number and Email Address of Applicant Contact Person:

Please send completed application on or before June 11, 2010, to:
WMPA Masterclass Selection Panel, P.O. Box 120, Mount Vernon, Virginia 22121
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